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   Our lake asso-
ciation has been 
very fortunate 
to receive a Wa-
tercraft Inspec-
tion Grant for 
2015 which 
provides for 375 
hours of inspec-
tion time at the 
Woman Lake 
launch ramp on County Rd 5. Inspec-
tors, hired and trained by the DNR, 
will inspect watercraft as they enter or 
leave the ramp area. They will be look-
ing for evidence of any AIS (such as 
zebra mussels) on all equipment such 
as boats (inside and out), trolling mo-
tors, anchors, outboards and trailers. 
Jet skis, kayaks and paddle boats will 
also be inspected. 

   DNR inspectors can prohibit 
the launching of any watercraft 
if a person refuses to allow an 
inspection or does not remove 
any AIS or dispose of any wa-
ter found by an inspector. In-
spectors can also require a wa-
tercraft to be decontaminated 
prior to launching. 
   Cass County has established 
four decontamination facilities 

in our area at Longville (Musky House 
Marine 218-363-2044), Hackensack 
(Northwoods Dock, 218-675-5175), 
Pine River/Backus (Prososki All Care 
Service, 218-821-4528), and Nisswa 
(Nisswa Marine, 218-963-2292). There 
is a fee to have your watercraft decon-
taminated unless the inspector re-
quires you to do so in which case Cass 
County will pay the cost.
   Watercraft inspectors will be paid 
$16.00 per hour of which the DNR will 

pay $8.00. The grant requires a match 
of $8.00 per hour that will be paid by 
Cass County using the annual funds 
appropriated by Minnesota Legisla-
tors for Counties to combat AIS--all 
this at no cost to our lake association!  
Many thanks to Rich Hess, our inva-
sive species chair, for coordinating this 
effort!
   Please cooperate with the inspectors 
and remember to always check your 
watercraft and related equipment for 
AIS before launching in any body of 
water. The DNR website 
(www.dnr.state.mn.us) is a good 
source for information about how and 
where to check for AIS and also for 
cleaning your watercraft. The Cass 
County AIS Management Plan can be 
found on their website, 
www.co.cass.mn.us. 
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Boat encrusted with zebra 
mussels

Meet a Neighbor: Fred Smith
   Meet Frederick T. Smith, a full time 
resident of Woman Lake who lives on 
the north end of Broadwater Bay on 
Mae Bill Drive.  
   Smith, now 95 years old, was in-
strumental in forming our lake asso-
ciation back in 1976 and clearly re-
members how our lake association 
was organized.  
    “I was a part of the association and 
served on the board from the very be-
ginning,” recounted Fred. “I wanted 
to help in any way I could. My wife 
helped a great deal as well.”  Fred’s 
wife for 70 years, Idelle Fletcher, died 
nearly two years ago at the age of 93.
    Fred remembers some of the chal-

lenges in bringing structure and pro-
grams to that fledgling lake associa-
tion.  “Our main goal was clean lake 
water.  To accomplish that, we encour-
aged our lakeshore owners to main-
tain their septic system and help pre-
vent dirty runoff water from entering 
our lakes. We took hundreds of water 
samples and bought testing equip-
ment for Deep Portage Reserve with 
the understanding they would test our 
lake water samples as well.  Back then, 
we frequently got help from the DNR 
and local township boards.”

CGWLAA receives $3,000 grant from DNR for watercraft     
inspections on Woman Lake

(Continued on page  5)
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	    The eight-year walleye fry study on 
Woman Lake is entering its final year. 
The formal study began in 2008, al-
though marked fry had already been 
stocked in both 2006 and 2007. The 
study’s primary objective is to evaluate 
the current DNR policy of returning 
10% of the fry hatched from the eggs 
taken from egg-take lakes to compen-
sate for their removal. In addition to 
Woman Lake there are three other lakes 
in this study: Lakes Vermillion, Winni-
bigoshish and Otter Tail.
   During the past seven years walleye 
fry marked with the chemical oxytetra-
cycline (OTC) were released in varying 
selected numbers in all four study lakes 

in an attempt to evaluate targeted total 
fry densities and the subsequent 
growth rates and survival. The total fry 
density is determined by the number of 
fry stocked and the estimated number 
of wild fry hatched in the lake, and is 
expressed as the number of fry per lit-
toral acre of water. Littoral acres are the 
number of acres in a body of water that 
are 15 feet or less in depth. Although 
the targeted total fry densities proved 
very difficult to achieve due to various 
factors, a range of total fry densities 
from 325 to 3344 per littoral acre were 
evaluated in Woman Lake.
   Preliminary trends suggest that lower 
fry densities result in better first year 

growth and subsequent survival. The 
complete results of the study are still 
three years away, but the preliminary 
trends and conclusions from Woman 
Lake will be used to assist in develop-
ing a revised Woman Lake Manage-
ment Plan. Representatives from our 
Lake Association and other interested 
local parties will meet with the DNR’s 
fisheries biologists from the Walker of-
fice later this year to draft the new five-
year plan.
   For more information on the fry study 
please read the accompanying article 
on page 3 by Dale Logsdon, the DNR 
fishery research biologist conducting 
the study.

DNR fry stocking study entering final year

Page  2

Child, Girl, Woman Lakes Area Association

Krusin’ with Don
   Prevent-
ing Aquatic 
Invasive 
Species 
(AIS) from 
entering 
our lake 
chain is 
still one of 
our asso-
ciation’s 
top priori-
ties. If you 
have a 

guest who wishes to launch a boat on 
our lake chain please make sure you 
know where they came from.  There are 
many infested lakes around the area 
and we would sure like to keep ours 
free of these invaders--especially Zebra 
Mussels. We all share the responsibility 
to keep our lakes free of AIS.  Help us 
keep our lakes free from these invad-
ers. 
    As of last December it is official that 
the name of our association has 

changed.  Our name now is “Child, 
Girl, Woman Lakes Area Associa-
tion,” or “CGWLAA” for short.  The 
name now represents our entire area 
because anyone can become a member.  
A huge thank you to Paul Peterson for 
helping us file the correct papers with 
the State and IRS.  Thank you Paul!  
Thanks too to Irene Schires who de-
signed our association’s beautiful new 
logo as seen on this newsletter’s cover.
   Have you seen a floating object in the 
sky at night around our lakes?  These 
could be sky lanterns which float away 
as the air inside the lantern rises in 
temperature.  The lantern is free to 
float, unattended, to wherever the air 
currents take it.  If a sky lantern is 
caught in a tree or lands on a roof and 
the fire spreads, this could turn into a 
tragic event.  Whoever launched it 
could be held financially responsible 
for damages.  Please think twice about 
using a sky lantern around the woods 
we all live in.

   Our annual meeting this year will be 
on Saturday, August 1st, 10 a.m., at the 
Woodrow town hall.  Please mark your 
calendar now and plan to attend!  
Check out this and other dates on the 
calendar below.  Rather than sending 
out additional mailings regarding each 
event to our membership we will pub-
lish upcoming events in a local news-
paper and send notices via email to 
members whose addresses we have in 
our computer.  Doing so will help us 
reduce our expenses.
   Do you want to get involved with 
your association?  We have an opening 
for vice president on your board.  
Please consider this request and contact 
me for more information.    
   When on the water be safe and wear 
your life jackets, or have them readily 
accessible.  We are so fortunate to have 
this beautiful environment and clear, 
clean water.

Don Kruse, President

   Summer Calendar
May 21   -     Board Meeting, 5 pm - DNR - 6:30
June 16   -     Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
July 4   -       Longville Parade
July 15   -     Board meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

August 1 -       Annual meeting, 10 a.m.
August 20   -    Board meeting, 6:30 p.m.
September 8 -  Volunteer Appreciation dinner
September 17   -  Board meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
October 15   -  Board meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Note: Board meetings held at Woodrow Town    
Hall



DNR’s Dale Logsdon answers questions about the 8-year study
Dale, what is your position at 
the Minnesota DNR?
   My official title is Natural Re-
source Specialist Senior/
Fisheries Research but am most 
often referred to simply as a 
Fisheries Research Biologist.
What has been your involve-
ment with the Woman Lake 
Association?
   I have, upon request, pro-
vided updates of this study to 
the CGWLAA fish committee, 
board of directors, and general 
membership. 
Why did you launch the wall-
eye study on our Woman Lake 
chain? 
   We were concerned that com-
petition and overgrazing of the 
forage base due to high walleye 
densities could cause poor 
growth and elevated mortality 
of both natural and stocked 
walleyes, thus resulting in poor 
recruitment of walleyes to a size 
acceptable to anglers.  These concerns 
arose when comparing our findings 
from our early fry marking exercises 
on Red and Leech Lakes to stocking 
densities in our egg-source lakes (in-
cluding Woman).  Our egg-source 
lakes are stocked with fry to compen-
sate for lost fry production due to re-
moval of the eggs for hatchery use. But 
that often resulted in stocking densities 
that were substantially higher than we 
stock in other lakes, and 5 to 10 times 
higher than the combined natural/
stocked fry densities that produced 
excellent fishing in Red and Leech. 
What do you hope to accomplish? 
   Determine the stocking densities, at 
various levels of spawner abundance, 
that have the best chance of maximiz-
ing the number of catchable-sized 
walleyes in Woman Lake. 
In a few words what is your method-
ology in carrying out the study?
   Use fry stocking to manipulate total 
fry densities between 250 and 2000 fry 
per littoral acre and monitor the effects 

on walleye growth, survival, and sub-
sequent recruitment to the fishery.  
Stocked walleyes were marked with 
oxytetracycline (OTC), a harmless dye, 
to account for natural reproduction 
and the fry densities staggered among 
the four different study lakes (Woman, 
Winnibigoshish, Vermilion, and Otter 
Tail). That helps us to account for lake 
and year effects on survival and 
growth.
Why has the naturally-reproduced 
walleye component of the population 
been so low based on your fall finger-
ling assessments?
   Natural reproduction in Woman 
Lake was very high in 2006, 2007, and 
2008; moderately high in 2012, and low 
in 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2013.  This 
variability is likely due to a combina-
tion of factors including: changes in 
spawning stock density, environmental 
effects (water temp, flow, predation 
etc.), and possible exclusion from 
spawning grounds due to a beaver 
dam that first appeared upstream on 

the Boy River during the sum-
mer of 2008.
It appears that your ability to 
hit your target fry densities has 
been elusive – why?
   Because there is much about 
walleye natural reproduction 
that we simply don’t under-
stand.  We do know that the av-
erage mature female in Woman 
Lake produces around 100,000 
eggs each year but that only 
.02% to 1.01% of those eggs ac-
tually become fertilized and 
survive long enough to incubate 
and hatch. Unlike humans, wall-
eyes channel their reproductive 
energy into egg production 
rather than embryonic devel-
opment and parental care. Dur-
ing spawning, the females ex-
trude their eggs above the sub-
strate and the males attempt to 
fertilize the eggs by producing a 
cloud of milt (sperm) as the eggs 

fall through the water.  The eggs 
remain on the substrate, abandoned by 
their parents, where they are subjected 
to environmental hazards (suffocation, 
flow induced displacement or abra-
sion, fungal growth, exposure due to 
water level changes, rapid temperature 
changes, and predation by fish/
crayfish/insects etc.) during their ap-
proximately two week incubation pe-
riod.  The effects these environmental 
conditions actually have on survival 
are poorly understood because prior to 
the advent of OTC fry marking we had 
no way to quantify the number of fry 
that survived until hatch. As we accu-
mulate hatch data with our OTC stud-
ies we hope to better understand the 
role that various environmental condi-
tions play in controlling fry produc-
tion.  Another year of netting is needed 
for proper analysis.

(Continued on page 4)

Dale Logsdon, Fisheries Research Biologist, DNR
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  (Walleye study continued)
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Are there any preliminary trends or 
similarities thus far among the four 
study lakes such as good/poor years 
of natural reproduction, fry survival 
or growth?
   Surprisingly, the natural hatch rates 
were not very well correlated between 
the study lakes.  There was, however, 
a strong year effect on first-year 
growth that was related to the length 
and magnitude of the growing season.  
Woman and Otter tail Lakes (as well 
as the non-study Leech Lake) also 
showed a significant negative relation-
ship between first-year growth and 
total fry density, but Otter Tail and 
Vermilion showed no relationship. 
The data is incomplete, but the highest 
total fry densities in all four study 
lakes resulted in the poorest initial 
year-class strength assignments.

Why is fry survival so much better 
some years than others?
   We know that annual variability in 
forage abundance, predator abun-
dance, and environmental conditions 
such as growing season can affect fry 
survival.  What we hope to learn from 
this study is how fry density can affect 
survival as well. 

When you stock fry in the lake where 
do you put them? In the shallow ar-
eas along the shoreline or out in the 
deep areas? Why?
   The walleye fry are distributed 
around multiple locations in Woman 
Lake and are stocked over deeper wa-
ter to reduce predation by the large 
number of smaller predators such as 
bluegill, perch, and minnows that live 
in the shallow, vegetated portions of 
the lake.

When the walleye go up the river 
toward Child Lake to spawn many 
are trapped and stripped of eggs be-
fore they get there.  Do you add fry in 
Child Lake to compensate for those 
that are not able to spawn there be-
cause of the Boy River trap? Why or 
why not?
   The fry are not stocked into Child 
Lake because they have a much better 
chance of survival being stocked into 
off-shore areas of Woman Lake.  Those 
that survive will then grow and dis-
tribute throughout the entire chain.

Do we lose natural fry reproduction 
because of the Boy River trap or is 
there a net gain for the lake because 
of what is added back in after the 
eggs have hatched in the nursery?  

   There are substantially more fish 
stocked into Woman Lake than would 
have hatched naturally from the re-
moved eggs.  The natural hatch rates 
in the Woman Lake chain ranged from 
.02% to 1.01% during this study but 
historical stocking amounts have gen-
erally been equal to about 10% of the 
number of eggs removed. 

Has anything surprised you so far in 
the study?  
   I was surprised by how high the 
natural hatch rates were in Woman 
Lake early on in the study and how 
poorly correlated the annual changes 
of hatch rates were between lakes.

Your biggest conclusion so far?
   That we have been stocking substan-
tially more walleyes in the lake than 
would have hatched naturally from 
the removed eggs and that walleye 
growth rate in Woman Lake is slower 
at higher fry densities.

When the study is finished in a cou-
ple of years what do you plan to do 
with the results?
   The results will be used to help 
guide future stocking decisions.

Fishing with Bill
    I get really excited 
in the spring be-
cause it’s the begin-
ning of a new fish-
ing year, and I can’t 
wait to get the 2015 
year started! 
   Ice fishing in the 
area was great last 
winter. We had 

really good ice and it was easy to travel 
anywhere on most of the local lakes. I 
found some of the best crappie action 
right here on the Woman Lake chain.

   As the ice goes off the area lakes, 
some of the best pan fish action of the 
season takes place. Jigs with slip bob-
bers, with or without minnows, can 
lead to some fast and furious action. 
Look for darker lake bottoms in the 
backs of bays where water temps are 
the highest for active fish. Some places 
to try on the Woman Lake chain are 
Otter Bay, Lantern Bay, and Child Lake.
   Early walleye fishing on Woman can 
be a head scratcher. Don’t rule out 
depths from 2 feet out to 40 feet. Con-
sistent wind direction will help make 

the fish more predictable. Walleye 
could be on the rocks, in the weeds, or 
roaming the sand flats, and the key is to 
keep looking. Jigs tipped with leeches 
and minnows are always good baits 
with which to start off walleye season. 
GOOD LUCK!  

Editor’s Note: Bill Hornung, a year-
‘round resident of Child Lake and fish-
ing enthusiast, is a full time school 
teacher who works as a fishing guide in 
his spare time.
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(Fred Smith Continued)
   Fred recited 
the names of 
some of the 
early lake asso-
ciation leaders: 
Bill Peters, Mel 
and Helen 
Washburn, Tom 
Burns, Russ 
Smith who 
headed up the 
first fish 
propagation 
program, 
Darold Daudt, 
and others.
   “We all 
worked to-
gether, from collecting dues to har-
vesting fingerlings from nearby rear-
ing ponds to getting members to vol-
unteer for the boat patrol,” said Fred.  
Back then association dues were 
around $10 per year and we sold ads 
in the newsletter to help cover our 
expenses. Everyone in the lakes area 
pitched in to help in many ways,” he 
said.   “It was a lot of work for every-
one involved” he continued. “We 
partnered with the Minnesota DNR as 
they gathered and later returned wall-

eye fingerlings back to 
the Woman Lake Chain--
a practice that still con-
tinues.”  
    In 1975, Fred and 
Idelle purchased their 
property on Woman 
Lake. 
   “My wife was raised 
on a farm outside of 
Remer, Minnesota, just 
east of Rice Lake where 
she was privileged to 
enjoy lake life from time 
to time,” said Fred.  
   Although they met in 

New Jersey and lived all 
over the world, the 

Woman Lake area was where they 
wanted to settle down. “That’s why 
we bought property here,” said Fred. 
“We loved to go out and catch fish—
without all the fancy equipment 
anglers use today.  It is an interesting 
area to show our visitors, partly be-
cause there are so many different 
kinds of birds here, eagle and osprey 
nests and so forth,” he explained.  “I 
saw eight bald eagles off our shoreline 
just this week!” 

    He and Idelle raised three children 
and have four grandchildren and 14 
great grandchildren.
    Fred spent 22 years in the Navy dur-
ing his younger years. He enlisted in 
1939 and retired in 1961, serving in 
World War II and in Korea as chief 
boatswain mate.  Fred was aboard the 
USS Erie when it was badly damaged 
by German submarines off the coast of 
Aruba in 1942.  The ship ran aground 
on a nearby reef and the entire crew, 
including Fred, swam three miles to 
safety. 
   “Living here on Woman Lake year 
‘round is great,” he said. “I have won-
derful neighbors and I am fortunate to 
be living here now at the age of 95. 
“We have a good medical clinic, gas 
stations, grocery stores, there is always 
something going on, and we have a 
wonderful community choir and four 
churches in the area.”  
    Without good neighbors like Fred 
who deeply care about our beautiful 
Woman Lake chain and choose to be-
come personally involved we would 
perhaps not have the high quality of 
life we now have. Thanks, Fred, for 
your service to our country--and to 
our lake association!

Fred shows one of the many fish he 
has caught on Woman Lake

Did you receive your new CGWLAA directory?
   As our membership drive comes to a 
close, we are happy to announce that we 
have 461 members in our lake association 
for the 2015 calendar year--with represen-
tation from Child, Girl, Woman, Little 
Woman, Barrow, Boy River, Heffron, IXL, 
Pancake/Pick and Widow lakes! Initial 
dues notices were sent by mail or e-mail 

during mid October. Follow-up dues no-
tices were sent in November and January.  
We wish to thank all of you for your 
speedy returns!
   This year, members received an updated 
directory with our new name and logo!  
The directory was emailed April 8th to the 
309 members with whom we have email 

correspondence.  Hard copies of the direc-
tory were mailed out in late April to the 
remaining 165 members via the US postal 
service.  If you have questions or concerns, 
please feel free to contact the lake associa-
tion membership chairs, Myles Wagner and 
Cindy Hankey at 218-682-3793 (Myles) or 
218-682-2370 (Cindy).

Trees are hydraulic marvels
   Trees have been called the most effective pumps in the 
world. Silently and without any moving parts, a medium-
size oak tree can raise as many as 140 gallons a day to sup-
ply its needs. And in a day even a 5-foot sapling may lift 10 
gallons--enough to fill a small car’s gas tank.
   A suction pump can raise water up a pipe to a maximum 
height of about 33 feet. Beyond that height the weight of the 
water is sufficient to counteract the force of atmospheric 

pressure, and the column breaks. But a tree’s natural pump 
can lift water more than 10 times as high without difficulty.
   A tree’s pump is powered by the sun. As molecules of wa-
ter are evaporated from the leaves, others move up the 
sapwood of the tree to take their place, in a process known 
as osmosis. The tubes up which the water moves are so tiny 
that the wood acts more like blotting paper than like a 
group of pipes, and this helps the tree overcome the 33-foot 
height limit of a suction pump.  Source: Book of Facts
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One on One with Ted Sigtenhorst
On a personal note, Ted, what did you 
do for a living before you retired?
   After serving three years active duty 
in the Navy, I was a flight instructor at 
the University of Illinois after which I 
worked 24 years as a pilot for United 
Airlines until retiring in 2003 and mov-
ing to Longville in 2007.
What is your role on the lake associa-
tion board? 
   I am chairman of the volunteer Water 
Patrol committee. I coordinate our ac-
tivities with the Cass County Sheriff,  
set up the patrol schedule for our vol-
unteers and take part in patrolling the 
lakes myself.
What’s the biggest thing you wish 
more people would be aware of when 
out on the lake?
   I guess it would be to be more aware 
of your boat wake when near shore and 
near other boaters.  How many times 
have you been out on the lake enjoying 
an evening of fishing just to have an-
other boat pass close by at full throttle 
creating a large wake.  And so much  
for fishing in that location!
What’s the most enjoyable part of 
your job? 
   Just  being out on the water taking in 
the fresh Minnesota air, the clean Min-
nesota water, the blue Minnesota sky 
and the green Minnesota trees.
What changes have you brought about 
on the Water Patrol and what addi-
tional changes might you like to see in 
the future? 
   The patrol operation was working 
well when I arrived so there has been 
very little need for any significant 
changes.  What we’re moving towards 
now is to increase our patrol time on 

the water with additional volunteers to 
patrol on days other than weekends, 
and maybe do double patrol on major 
weekends such as the Walleye opener, 
Memorial Day weekend, the 4th of July 
weekend and the Labor Day weekend.
What’s the most common violation 
you see on the lake? 
   Probably 
not comply-
ing with the 
regulations 
regarding 
the use of 
life jackets 
for kids un-
der 10.  This 
is not ob-
served very 
often but 
when it is 
we are re-
minded of 
the possible 
tragic con-
sequences of 
a small child 
falling over-
board with-
out the benefit 
of a life jacket.
What’s a typical day like for a Water 
Patrol volunteer? 
   On most days we follow a standard 
routine:  Drive over to the All Seasons 
Resort where the patrol boat is docked, 
pick up the bag containing the patrol 
log sheet, boating regulation brochures, 
Frosty/Bear Pause coupons and other 
hand outs, call the Sheriff's dispatch 
center to let them know that we are on 
the lake and available to render assis-

tance if needed and provide them with 
our cell phone number should they 
need to contact us.  Once on the water, 
we cruise around the lakes talking to 
boaters, checking for compliance with 
all boating regulations and rendering 
assistance to boaters if needed.  A typi-
cal patrol is 2 to 4 hours long after 

which we 
return to All 
Seasons Re-
sort where 
Dwayne or 
Don (Wal-
dera) refuels 
the boat af-
ter which we 
return it to 
the dock. We 
again call 
the Sheriff's 
dispatch 
center to let 
them know 
that we are 
off the lake 
and no 
longer avail-
able, fill out 

the patrol log 
and return the duty bag to the resort 
office.  
What’s one thing most people don’t 
know about the Water Patrol?  
   Even though the boat we use is a re-
tired Sheriff's patrol boat and has the 
word SHERIFF in big letters on both 
sides, we have no law enforcement 
authority. We are there strictly to advise 
and assist, not to issue citations for non-
compliance.

Ted Sigtenhorst, Water Patrol chairman

On the lighter side....
      
     It was time for Ole to have his annual checkup so he goes in to see his old friend, Doc Svenson. Ole says “Doc, I’ve 
noticed I’ve been forgetting a lot of things lately, like my wife’s birthday and before that I forgot our anniversary. I used 
to have photographic memory! Vat’s wrong??”  Well, Doc Svenson did all sorts of expensive tests on Ole, including an 
MRI and blood tests. A few days later Ole is sitting in the Doc’s office again and he says to Ole, “Ole, you told me you 
used to have photographic memory, and you might be right about that. But I don’t think it’s anything serious.  You’re 
just out of film!!”



These trees are truly “awesome”
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   I confess.  I’ve 
always been a tree-
lover.  When my 
wife and I first 
looked at lakeshore 
property on Child 
Lake more than 40 
years ago we were 
strongly attracted 
by the huge red and 
white pine trees, 
and of course the 
beautiful oak and 
paper birch that 
surrounded the 
cabin.  They are 
such a treasure and 
have tremendously 
enhanced our lake-
shore experience.  
   This past winter, 
while at our Arizona home in Mesa, 
Marlene and I took a road trip with 
my wife’s sister, nephew and his wife 
to visit the Sequoia National Park in 
the Sierra Nevada mountains located 
in central California.  We had heard 
about the fabled giant Sequoia trees 
there and were curious to see what 
they were like. 
   After a full day’s drive we stopped 
at a motel just outside the park. The 
next morning, eager to see these ma-
jestic trees, we climbed a switchback 
dirt road until we reached the Sequoia 
Park at an elevation of nearly seven 
thousand feet.  What we saw was al-
most unbelievable.
   Today we use the word “awesome” 
quite freely—in my view much too 
freely. The party was awesome. The 
speaker was awesome. In other words, 
nearly everything you like is awe-
some.  But, I’m thinking the word 

might be better used to describe a 
soaring eagle, faraway galaxies twin-
kling in the night sky, a cure for can-
cer—or these majestic Sequoia trees.
   After hiking the trails that led 
through the Sequoia grove, we went to 
the visitor’s center where we learned 
that the Sequoia trees there are the 
largest living things on our planet. 
   We went back out and stood beneath 
the largest of them all, the General 
Sherman tree, and looked up through 
its expansive canopy some 300 feet 
above—approximately the length of a 
football field.  The diameter of its 
trunk measured around 33 feet, so big 
around that it would take more than 
50 people, hand in hand, to encircle it. 
This one, like many of the largest Se-
quoias, had sprouted as a seedling 
some 3,300 years ago—40 human life-
times—making it one of the oldest 
living tree species on earth (the bris-

tlecone pine is somewhat 
older).  
   Many of these Sequoias 
have survived numerous for-
est fires over the centuries 
because of their thick, resin-
free bark.  In spite of the fire 
scars we saw on many of 
their trunks, however, we 
learned that forest fires are 
actually beneficial to their 
survival; their seeds seldom 
germinate and thrive with-
out fire. 
   The biggest threat the trees 
faced, we learned, was not 
the lightening-caused forest 
fires that swept through pe-
riodically.  A single century 

ago, when lumbermen ar-
rived, the trees appeared 

doomed. They saw the profit potential 
in cutting them down for use in manu-
facturing fence posts, shingles and 
other mundane objects.  
   Fortunately, because of public out-
rage, conservationists were able to add 
grove after Sequoia grove to public 
parks and preserves before they were 
all gone. They were set aside as a na-
tional treasure free of monetary ex-
ploitation, a legacy from which we all 
now benefit.
   In a sense, that’s what our lake asso-
ciation is about too—preserving our 
clean lake water, and maintaining an 
environment in which the beauty we 
all enjoy here on our chain of lakes 
will be around for our children, 
grandchildren and for many genera-
tions to come.

John Gundale, editor

The editor with wife, Marlene, admiring a giant sequoia tree

From the editor

Just for fun....
A little old man shuffled slowly into an ice cream parlor and pulled 
himself slowly, painfully, up onto a stool. After catching his breath, he 
ordered a banana split. 
The waitress asked kindly, 'Crushed nuts?' 
'No,' he replied, 'Arthritis.' 
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